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Editor’s Column 


suggestions for the magazine. So please 
look for the survey in January and look for 
the results in the March issue as well. 


In the interim however, | encourage you 
to write to me directly with your thoughts 
and opinions about anything we have 
covered, issues of the day, or directional 
plans, or for that matter—just about 
anything. You can email me directly at 
editor@outlooks.ca or by mail at Editor, 
Outlooks Magazine 1B - 1230A 17th Ave 


December is the sixth issue since taking 
over the helm of Outlooks in June. The time 
has literally flown by, and | find it hard to 
believe that we are not just putting the 


finishing touches on the first or second 
issue. 


We have made a lot of changes in a 
rather short time frame. Changes, that for 
the most part, are being received as positive 
ones by the majority of the readership. And 
we’re not done yet. 2009 will see Outlooks 
moving even further towards making the 
publication one that is more reflective of our 
community as a whole. We have secured a 
couple of well-published lesbian journalists 
who will begin offering content on issues of 
the day and issues specific to the lesbian 
community. And other freelance writers, 
articles and features are also in the works 
as we speak. 


Some of our upcoming themes will be: 
Holistic Living (January), The Sex Issue 
(February) and Extreme Health (March). In 
January, we will also be offering our annual 
Readers Survey - a chance for you to tell 
us what you like and don’t like. This is your 
chance to offer your opinions, feedback and 
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SW, Calgary, AB, T2T OB8. 


| must also take this time to thank our 
solid team of writers and photographers for 
all of their time and talent, and for being 
willing to help us work towards a better 
Outlooks. Their individual input, and that 
of the group, has been instrumental in 


moving us forward. 


And definitely, a big thanks to you 


readers, for making Outlooks Magazine a 


part of your monthly reading. 


Season’s greetings and all the best 


in 2009! 


Brett Taylor is the Publishing Editor of 


Outlooks Magazine. His 20 plus years in 
communications, marketing, and public 


relations includes numerous executive 
positions within both corporate and 
government sectors alike. 
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Toronto’s 


With another glorious holiday season 
upon us, the time is ripe for ignoring those 
gloomy financial forecasts by letting lots 
of laughter and twinkling lights take 
centre stage instead, simply because 
nothing screams yuletide pageantry like 
a really good ho-ho-ho! And Toronto is 
ultra proud, once again, to be showcasing 
another ultra stylish roster of pleasurable 
events to help you keep your holidays gay! 
So let’s dig into that sack full of naughty 
or nice goodies now to get the scoop on 
some of those extra special treats, 
shall we? 


When it comes to outrageously frothy 
fun—like crisp crinolines, medieval 
makeup, wacky wigs and hilariously 
hammy performances—there is nothing 
as breathtakingly silly as a really great 
pantomime. And this season’s Cinderella: 
The Sillylicious Family Musical will be on 
stage at the beautiful Elgin Theatre until 
January 4. In this Ross Petty production 
overloaded with local talent, you’ll enjoy 
watching Paula Brancati and Jake Epstein 
(DeGrassi: The Next Generation), Dan 
Chameroy (Oklahoma, Camelot), Adam 
Brazier (Rocky Horror Show, We Will Rock 
You), and many other gifted performers 
raise their eyebrows (and gleefully lower 
their standards) in this wonderful show, 
directed by Ted Dykstra. It’s destined to 
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be a crowd pleasing success, so be sure 
to bring the entire gang, because you 
wouldn’t want anyone to miss out on so 
much sillylicious-ness, would you? 


On a quieter note, there is the Say Hi 
to a Gay Guy event being held at the funky 
Gladstone Hotel, December 7th at 2 p.m. 
Sponsored by Wilde Chats, this fun, 
casual event was created to give gay men, 
from their 20s to their 70s, a creative 
opportunity to connect within a positive 
atmosphere and discuss pertinent topics 
that engage and affect our community. 
So, slip into something provocative and 
cruise on over, because you might be 
surprised at who else shows up! And the 
following weekend, December 14, at 12 
noon, be sure to join the Toronto Bisexual 
Network for their festive brunch. Simply 
give Cheryl a call at (416) 925-9872, ext. 
2810 for the location details, as well as 
for additional information regarding other 
TBN meetings taking place throughout 
December, like Action Grrrrlz, Gay Fathers 
of Toronto, Bent, Bisexual Women of 
Toronto, etc. 


The Canadian Ballet Theatre’s annual 
holiday tradition continues with another 
spectacular production of The 
Nutcracker, featuring a delightful winter 
wonderland filled with enough dazzle: 
toys magically coming to life, elegant 
dancing snowflakes, glittering ballerinas, 
a dreaming waif and a mysterious, valiant 
Prince, and enough international 
superstar talent to satisfy hardcore fans 
and impressionable newcomers alike. 
But there are only three captivating 
performances! So pounce on those (very 
reasonably priced) tickets now, then 
pirouette with sass and style into the 
gorgeous Winter Garden Theatre to enjoy 


CAVALCADE OF 


LIGHTS 


presenteo sy SCOTIABANK 
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are Yours to Enjoy 


this hugely beloved, thoroughly 


spellbinding show. You certainly won’t 
regret it. 


Be sure to mark December 10 at 8 p.m. 
on your calendar in hot pink because you 
definitely won’t want to miss one of the 
sharpest wits in America today—David 
Sedaris—when he appears at Massey 
Hall. This trenchant author/humourist/ 
comedian will be performing an evening 
of recollections and readings that will 
undoubtedly have the crowd convulsed in 
laughter. My own copies of his award- 
winning books are dog-eared from 
repeated reading. And his latest, When 
You Are Engulfed in Flames, will be in the 
same condition soon enough. Should you 
wisely choose to give any of his bestselling 
titles as a holiday gift, | guarantee that 
your friends will be thrilled you did. And 
speaking of books and gifts, you certainly 
can’t go wrong by treating a seasonal 
sprite to noted graphic illustrator, Maurice 


Vellekoop’s latest tome of sizzling sexual 
fantasies titled, Pin-Ups. His clever, 
tongue-in-cheek illustrations feature very 
“gifted” men who are a small part Dr. 
Seuss kitsch and a much larger part Tom 
of Finland erotica! These bold, blatant 
images are colourful, playful and hotter 
than a stick of dynamite that’s ready to 
blow. And your friends will be, too! 


On an entirely different note, when it 
comes to flattering and/or impressive 
lighting techniques, there is no more 
knowledgeable designer du jour than 
local wizard, Brian Gluckstein. And this 
month, the city’s Cavalcade of Lights 
owes him a huge round of hosannas for 
making their Modern Canadiana display 
so memorable. Under Brian’s direction, 
a memorable environment of festivity 
celebrates peace and goodwill for all 
cultures. So head right over to City Hall 
and skate under a canopy of spectacular 
stars suspended from the freedom 
arches over the skating rink, or take the 
one-of-a-kind bus tour to enjoy nineteen 
uniquely designed lighting exhibits 
located amidst our ethnically diverse 
neighbourhoods and attractions. Trust 
me, nobody does “sparkle” quite like Mr. 
G! Even when using energy efficient light 
bulbs, Brian still manages to be brilliant. 
So, don’t forget your camera! 


Another highly recommended seasonal 
event is the Christmas Eve Celebration 
Service at Roy Thomson Hall that’s 
hosted annually by the Metropolitan 
Community Church of Toronto. This 
smashingly successful event is chock full 
of talent and unwavering pride. It’s a 
heartwarming, tasteful evening, featuring 
traditional Christmas carols as well 
as guest performances by Alana 
Bridgewater, Marcus Nance, Julie Michels 
and Noella Huet. This must-see event will 
make you very proud to be a member of 
our sexually and ethnically diverse 
community. And since the venue’s five 
thousand seats fill up fast, be sure to 
book your (very reasonably priced) tickets 
early. 


So hop into your sleigh, ride into town, 
jingle your bells, throw back some eggnog 
and take full advantage of the many 
terrific holiday treats Toronto has to offer 
for your pleasure and enjoyment...and 
have yourself a merry, Mary! A 


By Doug Ross 


Doug is a busy producer/casting director 
within the Toronto entertainment industry. 
He has just been contracted to ghostwrite 
a book for a locally-based television 
personality. 
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46 
still feel called to be a priest,” says Michael. “But | don’t feel 
called to be celibate.” 


Michael is a non-practicing Roman Catholic priest living in Regina. 
He is also an out and proud gay man, and he sees no contradiction 
between the two. 


Not everyone sees it that way, of course, particularly within the queer 
community. “There are a few people who, when they find out what | 
am, ask how | can, still go to church, or introduce myself as a 
recovering Catholic! Michael 
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Evalyn 


es is a multidisciplinary 
performing artist who works in spoken 
word, music and theatre and lives in 
Toronto. She identifies as a member of 
the Quakers, also known as the Religious 
Society of Friends. 


Evalyn’s faith is woven through her 
work, her politics and her sense of self. 
“Deeply entrenched in Quaker ideology 
is the idea of speaking truth to power, the 
idea of working for social justice and 
radical equality. That idea is a hugely 
important thread in my work and the way 
| go about doing it. 


“Quakerism teaches us that everyone 
is connected to the divine. Because the 
divine is in each of us, that makes us all 
equal as human beings.” 


Anand is a twenty-seven-year-old 
human resources consultant living in 
Edmonton. He is also Hindu. 


“It’s what drives me and what | do in 
my life, whether it be politics or work or 
how | relate to the people in my life,” he 
says. “Hinduism tells us that we’re all 
intertwined, that we’re all fundamentally 
the same. That’s what | believe-that 
people are essentially good deep down.” 


Roots 


Michael was raised in the Catholic 
faith. He dismisses the idea that he 
entered the priesthood to avoid 
confronting the truth about his sexuality. 
“Il very much feel | was called to the 
priesthood,” he declares. But he admits 
that there was a part of him that hoped 
he could find grace in celibacy. 


Evalyn grew up in a Quaker family, and 
first became heavily involved when she 
was a teenager. “There’s this group in the 
Quaker community called Friends for Gay 
Lesbian Bisexual Queer Concerns that did 
a lot to push Quaker meetings to practice 
what they preach on homophobia and 
queer equality,” she explains. “This group 


was an important part of my coming out. 
| first got involved with them when | was 
nineteen, and they made a big difference 
in my life.” 


Anand was raised in the Hindu faith as 
well, but only became comfortable with it 
as an adult. “It’s a wonderful faith but it’s 
something I’ve had to grow into,” he 
admits. “You grow up, you’re told it’s one 
thing and then you find it’s something 
else.” 


“The religion is intertwined with 
symbols and cultural stereotypes about 
how you’re supposed to live your life,” he 
explains. “And people worship the 
symbols or the rituals instead of asking 
what’s behind them.” 


He uses the example of the Hindu 
goddess, Kali, who is often depicted with 
a string of skulls as a necklace, a skirt 
made of human arms, and holding the 
head of a demon in her hand. “People 
see her as this vicious destroyer. But she’s 
really killing our inner demons, like the 
fact that we don’t see God in each other, 
or the worldly things that keep us from 
seeing each other for what we really are.” 


None of them attends worship services 
weekly. 


Michael finds high celebrations like 
Christmas or Easter particularly difficult. 


Quaker Gathering 


“| feel my heart tugging, wanting to be a 
part of the liturgy,” he says wistfully. “Once 
a priest, always a priest.” 


He also admits that he has cut himself 
off from a lot of his old friends and 
acquaintances just to regain his sense of 
self. “It was pretty devastating (leaving 
the ministry),” he says, his pain still 
evident even after five years. “I didn’t 
realize at the time how difficult it would 
be. It’s like a divorce, or a death. You go 
through all the stages of grieving-anger, 
frustration, depression...” 


Anand goes to the temple once a 
month. “If | went to temple weekly, it 
would be tied to other things, and it 
wouldn't be fulfilling my spiritual needs.” 


Instead, he tries to meditate two or 
three times a week. “I find meditation a 
good way to focus, to not really talk or to 
listen to anything except my inner voice.” 


Evalyn says that she doesn’t have a lot 
of routine in her daily life and it makes it 
difficult to attend meetings of worship 
regularly. But, unlike Anand, she appears 
to find solace in the communal 
experience, perhaps due to the form of 
“unprogrammed worship” practiced by 
Quakers. 


“Quaker gatherings often look more 
like a meditation,” she explains. 


“Anyone can speak if they feel 
compelled to. But the idea is to listen for 
the stirrings of the spirit in the silence.” 


Crisis of Faith? 


Michael was ordained when he was 
twenty-four and served as a priest for 
eighteen years. He spent those years 
attempting to reconcile his identity as a 
queer man with his calling to be a priest. 


“As the fever and excitement of being 
newly ordained faded, | started to take 
more time in prayer and reflection. And | 
started wrestling with the issue of being 
gay and out.” 


He was living in Wadena, a small town 
in east central Saskatchewan, when he 
first put the truth in writing. “I put it in 
print, in black and white, that I’m gay,” 
he recalls. “And from there, | started 
telling people. | started combining my 
public self with what | was going through 
privately.” 


At the same time, the Church began 
publishing material about homosexuality. 
“But what was coming out of Rome wasn’t 
resonating with what | knew to be true 
from my own relationship with God,” says 
Michael. Finally, in 2003, he reached a 
breaking point. He went to the Bishop and 
asked for a sabbatical to pray and reflect 
on two issues. 
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y Gays, their Gods, and the struggle 
v to find the perfect balance 


The first was on how to reconcile 
the Church’s teachings on homo- 
sexuality with what he knew to be true 
in his heart. But there was a second, 
more prosaic, reason for his inner 
turmoil. “Il was yearning for a 
relationship.” 


When Michael returned from 
sabbatical, he and his Bishop came to 
the mutual understanding that he could 
not be given a new placement as a priest. 


Michael’s family understood his 
decision. “I'd talked to them about being 
gay several years earlier. When it came 
time to leave the ministry, they 
understood. Still, there was sadness. 
And, of course, there was a certain 
prestige to having a son who was a 
priest.” 


Shortly after leaving the priesthood, 
Michael embarked on a serious 
relationship but it ended after only two 
years. “It was the first major relationship 
for both of us,” he says. “We were both 
just coming out and we were still trying 
to discover what we were looking for ina 
partner. Eventually, we decided that 
maybe we should part company before 
we hated each other.” They are still 
friends today. 


Anand is at a different stage in his 
journey. He is still struggling to integrate 
his faith and his East Indian cultural 
background, with his identity as a queer 
man. 


“I’m unsure of whether my faith 
accepts it, because it’s not cut and 
dried,” he says. “ But | know my culture 
rejects it, and that people think it’s not 
natural. The cultural idea that it’s 
necessary to marry and have a family is 
very strong.” 


So far, Anand has only come out to 
one of his sisters. He has no plans to 
come out to his parents. “We’re a really 
close family and it would hurt them,” he 
says. “And | would rather have an angry 
family than a family where one was 
profoundly hurt because they didn’t 
understand. And | don’t think I’d be able 
to make them understand, even over a 
number of years.” 


Homosexuality was not something 
that Anand heard about, growing up in 
the Hindu faith. “I do remember it coming 
up once in a youth group,” he recalls. 


“And our counselor replied that it’s not 
natural. But that statement didn’t seem 
to be based on anything religious.” 


Anand tried to find answers in religious 
writings. “There are these rishis who write 
that it’s childish or immature. It’s 
something you do to have fun before you 
settle down. Then you grow up and 
become a man. You marry and have a 
family. Then, as you grow older, you turn 
to inner reflection and thinking about who 
you really are and your role in the 
universe.” 


Of course, aS a queer man, Anand has 
been forced to ponder his role in the 
universe at a much younger age. And he 
has begun to reach certain conclusions. 
“I’ve always felt this way (being gay),” he 
says. “Il haven’t always accepted it, but | 
always felt it. And if we’re essentially good 
(as Hinduism teaches), how can this be 
wrong?” 


Pope Benedict XVI 


Evalyn has been more fortunate. “| 
can’t think of many spiritual communities 
that would be more accepting and open,” 
she says of life as a Quaker. She 
attributes that level of acceptance to the 
Quaker tenet that God or the spirit can 
be found equally in everyone, and that 
because the divine is in each of us, all of 
us are equal as human beings. 


Of course, that belief in equality carries 
its own difficulties. The Canadian Yearly 
Meeting affirmed in 2003 that Canadian 
Quakers “support the right of same-sex 
couples to a civil marriage and the 
extension of the legal definition of 
marriage to include same-sex couples.” 


But the decision to affirm individual 
marriages, either same-sex or opposite 
sex, is left to local meetings. In practice, 
that can present difficulties for same-sex 
couples who wish to be married at their 
local meeting. 


Quaker gatherings operate by 
consensus: everyone must agree with a 
decision. That search for unity is about 
more than trying to minimize conflict 
within the group; it is an attempt to 
discern God’s will. It is believed that, if 
everyone is listening to the voice of God 
inside them, the path forward will reveal 
itself. 


Three years ago, Evalyn and her long- 
time partner decided to marry, and asked 
for their marriage to take place at Evalyn’s 
local meeting. One member of the 
meeting objected. Eventually, that 
individual agreed to “stand aside,” 
because everyone else in the meeting 
was in agreement, and Evalyn and her 
partner were married. 


Quaker weddings are similar to other 
Quaker meetings, and therefore different 
from what non-Quakers typically expect 
of a wedding. There is no official to 
preside over the couple’s union. Instead, 
the couples exchange their own vows 
before God and their witnesses. 


Michael understands why many in the 
queer community have issues with the 
Catholic Church. “Il hear some of the 
things that come out of other priests’ 
mouths and | cringe. | cry for myself, and 
| cry for others.” 


But he believes that, in time, 
Catholicism will change. “In the new 
catechism, it states that gay and lesbian 
people don’t have a choice in being who 
they are. If they start to see it that way, 


OQUILEQKS.ca 


Hindu Home Temple 


there’s hope. And | hold to that hope 
dearly.” 


In the meantime, his faith in God and 
in himself sustains him. “My issue is not 
with the Church in general or my 
relationship with God. It’s an institutional 
thing. Between me and God, things are 
good.” 


Evalyn belongs to a faith that most 
Canadians’ don’t understand. 
Quakerism balances a_ personal 
experience of the divine with 
communalism. Meetings of worship 
allow her to find comfort in both things. 


“One thing that growing up as a 
Quaker has given me is a great comfort 
with silence,” she says. “I don’t feel the 
need to fill silence. And silence can be a 
rich, shared experience.” 


Anand’s experience of Hinduism 
remains more personal. “I’m more 
interested in the deeply spiritual aspects 
than just observing the rituals and 
attending ceremonies that are really 
social gatherings. | can find my own 
social gatherings.” 


Like Michael, he holds out hope for 
the future. “I think the dialogue in 
Hinduism is starting,” he says. “As the 
number of openly LGBT people grows, it 
will have to be dealt with at a greater 
level. | see it happening in the next twenty 
years.” 


In the meantime, he says, “I'll just 
have to live my life and try to be as happy 
as|can.” A 


By Rick Pollard 


Rick is a long-time community activist 
and one of the co-hosts of “Out On the 
Air’, a GLBT program that airs 
Wednesdays on CJTR community radio 
in Regina. 
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Ever wonder where that BIG 
voice comes from that you hear on 
the movie trailers? It’s a big voice 
coming from a BIG guy—Ben 
Patrick Johnson. When he’s not 
behind the mic, Ben keeps busy as an 
accomplished novelist (In and Out in 
Hollywood, Third & Heaven and this year’s 
release—One Size Fits All), and his 
impressive Incredible Hulk-like physique 
has landed him many magazine covers 
and profiles on fitness and bodybuilding 
websites. 


Photo courtesy: Duane Cramer 


So he’s got a Big Voice, a Big Body... 
good things come in threes right? He’s 
also got a Big Heart. What were you 
thinking? The Ben Patrick Johnson 
Foundation, which he launched in 2006, 
benefits human rights, GLBT and 
educational charities. 


Outlooks: From author to v.o. [voice- 
over] to fitness, how do you balance your 
different business ventures? 


BPJ: It is indeed a balancing act, for 
multiple reasons: writing requires a lot of 
time for reflection and a quiet 
environment where ideas can percolate 
and eventually distill. Voice-overs are 
loud and immediate. Intense fitness 
training is often anything but meditative. 


| have a friend, a musician, who 
alternates days between creative and 
business: one day he will write music and 
record, the next-unless he’s really on a 
roll-he’ll return calls from agents and 
managers, hustle work, et cetera. | think 
this is a good approach. The right brain 
and left brain can work in concert, but 
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for creative types like me, it’s useful to 
let one side dominate for a while, then 
switch over. 


And as far as the question of how | 
balance them, I’d have to say | generally 
do a poor job! 


Outlooks: How were you drawn into the 
world of being a voice-over artist? 


BPJ: Itcame from two different places. 


| was interested in broadcasting; 
indeed, the early part of my career was 
largely in radio. | started on-air, playing 
Top 40 and jazz, and eventually scored a 
national jazz interview show in my late 
teens. But | always preferred to be in the 
production studio versus live on air. So 
when it was time to move from Minnesota 
to the “big leagues” in LA, it was to be 
Director of Production for KABC Radio. My 
voice was then heard extensively on 
commercials and promos, and the voice- 
over work grew from there. 


Also, when | was a kid, my big sister 
was a successful commercial actress in 
the Midwest and | wanted to be like her. 
One day she got me an appointment with 
her agent, who took one look at me and 
said, “Great look, kid—and a great voice. 
But they don’t match. We can’t sell you 
for on-camera work, at least not for the 
next decade or two until your look catches 
up with the sound coming out of you.” 


Outlooks: When you reflect on your life 
so far, what is your proudest moment? 


BPJ: Probably coming out as gay to my 
colleagues and anyone listening to 
50,000 watt KABC Talkradio back in 
1993. | was in my early twenties. | am 
amazed that, to this day, people still 
approach me and tell me they heard that 
broadcast and it changed things for them 
in some way, gave them courage or 
impetus to be more honest about 
themselves. 


Outlooks: What motivates you to stay 
on your fitness track through the 
holidays? 


BPJ: What motivates me? My 
pathological fear of returning to the way 
my body looked when | was a teenager- 
lumpy and unformed. Also, a certain 
amount of my professional notoriety, 
especially as a writer and activist, has 
been promoted using my physical image 
as a door-opener. If | don’t stay in top 
shape, realistically, a lot of the magazine 
covers and mentions will not occur. I’m 
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Charlie David photo courtesy: brent dundore photography http://www.brentdundore.com 
not so naive or optimistic as to believe Outlooks: With the holidays fast 
that I’ve built a solid enough base to approaching, is there anything for which 
maintain a platform for my views and_ you’re writing a letter to Santa? 
writing, based solely on their own merit. 


Someday that will changel! BPJ: Well, let me do it here. (Does it 


have to be secret? | hope not.) 


Dear Santa, 


Please sprinkle elf dust on the California Supreme Court so they will 
overturn Proposition 8, which unfairly stole marriage rights away 
from gays and lesbians. 


Take good care of our next American President and make George 
W. Bush play nicely and share his toys during the transition of 
power. 


For me, I'd like a Tesla roadster-it's the new one hundred percent 
electric sports car that does 0-60 in 4 seconds and gives off zero 
emissions. 


And if you could send me someone nice, cute, and hunky to kiss on 
New Year's Eve, I'd be much obliged. 


Yours truly, 
Benjy 


Photo courtesy: Matthew Mitchell 


For more information please visit: www.benpatrickjohnson.com A 


Charlie David is an actor, writer and 
co-host of Bump! on OUTtv. 


eau Puerto Vallarta 


Travel and 
Accommodation 


Boana Torre Malibu-condo Hotel,one biock rom GAY beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 


Advertising Pre-Sale On-Now! 
Advertise Your Business For 40-100% Off Regular Rates! 


/oull flip for us 
| 4 . 
a OF? 


Somerisel 


When visiting 
Ottawa, relax 


in the 


elegance of 
our beautiful * 
Discover the 
Victorian ; PY. 
comfort of Via 

bed & = CanadianBathHouse.com fs 

, ‘h the Inn on 
breakfast 


282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa INTERNATIONAL BATH HOUSE INDEX 


Somerset. AmericanBathHouse.com 


in the heart of 


the action. 


1 


emali: 


www.innonsomerset.com 
info@innonsomerset.com 


Businesses for us... by us... 
www.lgbt4sale.com 


Don’t Leave Home Without It... 


Save on flights to Vegas. It’s no gamble. 


WestJet now has more non-stop flights to Vegas than ever before: 


Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto 
Kelowna’ Regina, Saskatoon 


Two daily non-stop flights 
Two non-stop flights a week 


Victoria Three non-stop flights a week » —— 

Winnipeg Four non-stop flights a week St _—_—_ 

Our friendly customer service, comfy leather seats and no over booking policy are always a sure bet. 4 7 gle ma 
Book now at westjet.com or 1 800 538 5696. Or call your travel agent. BECAUSE OWNERS CARE 


Service starts January 8, 2009 and is subject to change 
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The 2008 Eclecric Gift Guide 


Find that "special gift for your special someone’ in our 
2008 Outlooks Gift Guide... “happy shopping!” 


The Perfect Accent to ey 
One’s Ensemble 


Includes a corkscrew and elastic strap to keep your 
bottle secure. Stylish chrome handle, clasp and 
feet make this perfect for any counter-top or bar. 


Great as a wine tote, and a treasured hostess gift! 
4 1/4"x 4 1/4"x 12 1/2" $32 


www.timewellspent.com yo 


Holt Renfrew 
Holiday Bear 


The 2008 Holt Renfrew 
Holiday bear marks its 
10" anniversary. This 
year our bear is dressed 
by the design duo 
DSquared?2 designers, 
Rees. eat Dean and Dan Caten. 
= = 10% of all sales will go 
to the Children’s Wish Foundation of 
Canada. $49 www. holtrenfrew.com 


Chris & John 
to the Rescue! 


The Complete First Season 


Move over, Paris and Nicole! Look out, Fab 
Five! Chris & John to the Rescue! is a tun, 
adventurous lifestyle series chronicling the 
latest journeys of best friends Chris Carter 
and John Simpson. In each episode, these 
pals and self-proclaimed culture aficionados 
bring their queer eyes to the clueless guys 
and gals, on a demanding mission to save 


the world... one gay at a time | DOG-OPOLY huahua to Great Dane Become 


d from Chi d 
aged around the boar + Buy doghouses an 
h i J h t 2 YO Ao Ee neighbourhood butcher - paler Also available for 
Chris & John to the proud ow y time y 


| trade them in for big bones. Collect $200 ever pene 7 
the Rescue!: | catfanciers! $23 www.amazon.com ; ; 
Provincetown 


The Complete Second Season 


—_ — 
—_ —— 


7+? : 
a me 
ed 


SCAT OPOLY|s 


7 
as 


A 


Gasp! The boys are back for another 
season of their fun, adventurous lifestyle 
series, Chris & John to the Rescue! 
Provincetown. This time, best friends Chris 
Carter and John Simpson are out and about 
for some summer fun on the gayest beach 
resort under the sun, Provincetown, 
Massachusetts! 


$19.95 each www.amazon.com 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
34 


The Real “FISH BOWL’ 


A tish bowl shaped like a fish? Perfect. Fill with 
candies, potpourri or seashells. Hand-blown 
glass-therefore, sizes are approximate. Three 
Sizes—Large Fish Bowl (shown below) 

11 1/2" x 8 1/2" W x 18"L. 

$69 - $175 www.skymall.com 


The Deep Dish Saga 
Continues! 


Deep Dish, was the first volume in Marc 
Harshbarger’s gay saga of love and lust set in 
1975—that groovy yesteryear of The Hustle, Mary 
Richards, mood rings and pet rocks. And now 
many of those colourful characters return for more 
sordid misadventures in the sequel, Deeper Dish, as 
both Abra Davenport and Charlotte Haze pursue 
unlikely romances, Drew Deveraux juggles the 
many men in his life, Delia Davenport attempts to 
become Mrs. Chandler Haze, and Hank Honeywell 
bounces back trom heartache to find unexpected 
love. $87.63 www.amazon.ca 


f 
y | deeper dish 
‘A =i 


mare harshbarger 
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A New \ W7SZ on Some Old Favourites 


A Flying Alarm Clock will 
Get Them Out of Bed 


This digital alarm clock launches a rotor into the air that 
flies around the room as the alarm sounds, hovering up 
to 9' in the air, and will not cease ringing until the rotor 
is returned to the alarm clock base, compelling even the 
most stubborn sleepers to get out of bed on time. The 
alarm clock has a continuous snooze function that rings 
every seven minutes for an entire hour, an easy-to-read 
LCD, and a six-button control panel for ease of 
programming. Requires four AA batteries. 

3 3/4" Hx 5 1/2" Diam. $ 39.95 www.skymall.com 


The All-In-One 
Emergency Device 


Just because you’re out of power doesn’t 
mean you're out of luck. Simply crank the 
handle to send power to the built-in 
generator, and you can listen to the radio, 
charge your cell phone or use it as a 
flashlight or emergency flashing red signal 
with siren. 


Mansca 


Ninety seconds ot 


Keeping It Together 


>, 


The Sanctuary charging station’s simple and 
compact design brings order to his world of 
gadgets. Compatible with over 1,500 devices 
from most major brands-including Apple®, 
BlackBerry®, Motorola® and Samsung®— 
the universal charger allows him to charge up 
to 12 devices at the same time. Reversible inner 
tray insert turns this into the ultimate catchall. 
$129 www.redenvelope.com 


ping 101 


The Philips Norelco 
Bodygroom is an all-in-one 
system for men to precisely, 
and safely, trim and shave 
below the neckline. The 


“| Am Not A 
Paper Cup...” 


A double-walled, insulated porcelain coffee 
unique combination of mug with a removable silicone lid. $20 
hypoallergenic shaving foil, www.dcigift.com 

self-sharpening blades, ~———— 

three trimming comb 
attachments and its wet/dry (% 
function makes this groomer 


cranking charges the 
built-in NiMH battery 
for up to one hour of 
AM/FM or TV sound, 


an essential tool for every man. Fifty minutes of 
cordless operating time add to the convenience 
of this system. Experience less irritation, precise 
results and the look you want at an affordable 


or seven NOAA weather channels. This price. 
versatile unit also accepts AA batteries. 

Includes adapters for the following current 

cell phones: Motorola, Sony/Ericsson, LG, 

Nokia and Samsung. A compact 

6-3/4'"W x 6-1/2"H x 2-1/2"D. Carry case 


included. $ 49.95 www.skymall.com 


$42.99 www.skymall.com 


Igy OS 
ff A Solar Bag for the 
Digital Nomad 


Jazz up any Bath, Hot Tub or Pool 


Underwater Light Show and 
Fountain! Prices range from 
B19,99 = 379.99 


www.jacuzzicalgary.com 


Available at: Jacuzzi Calgary 
North Store located in Northland Village Mall Ph: (403) 202-8774 
South Store located at 6325, 11th Street SE Ph: (403) 237-8772 


Hot Tub Disco Ball 


UNDERWATER LIGHT SHOW. This 
floating light provides an entertaining light 
show. It’s just like having a disco party in 

your Bath, Hot Tub or Pool! Available in 4 
sizes — Light Splash (small), Light Show 
(Medium) — Starship (Large) and the NEW 


Looking for a 
little solar 
power with 
style? How 
about a Sakku 
Solar Bag? 
Instead of 
packing your 
charger, now 
you can pack the charger! With the integrated 
flexible solar panel, the user will always have electric 
power for a cell phone, an iPod/MP3-Player or other 
devices. It’s 100% Swiss made for the North 
American market. $349 www.sakkuus.com 


with an 
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Wii Fit is history. The 
FiTrainer is the future! 


The FiTrainer is a virtual personal fitness coach that tells 
you exactly how you should exercise to achieve 
maximum results. Using state-of-the-art technology and 
equipped with a heart-sensor, the Filrainer determines 
your ideal “Training Heart Rate” (THR). Based on your 
age, personal fitness level and pulse rate, the FiTrainer 
will guide you through your customized walking, 
jogging or running workout routine with its programmed 
narration, rhythmic beat and music. For information and 
release date go to: www.itami.com. 


Plugging it in this Seasom 


The Preserve Your 
Memories Photograph 


Converter. 


This device quickly and 
easily converts 
photographs into digital 
images. This device 
instantly captures the whole 
image using a 5 MP 
CMOS sensor, the same 
found in digital cameras. 
With up to 1,800 dpi 
resolution, 10 bits per 
colour channel, automatic exposure control and 
colour balance, clear, accurate digital images are 
assured. A touch of a button records the image 
instantly. For photo transfers and power, it has a 
USB cable that plugs into a PC running Windows(r) 
XP/Vista. Accepts 3 1/2" x 5", 4" x 6", and 5" x 7" 
images. $149.95 www.hammacher.com 
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The Four-Octave Roll-Up Keyboard. 


This electronic piano has 49 soft rubber keys that cover a four-octave range trom C3 to Cé and 
are attached to a flexible neoprene pad that rolls into a compact cylinder. The keys are sensitive 
enough to be played with a light touch and up to ten keys can be used at a single time. The 
attached control panel houses a stereo speaker, volume control, and a jack for connecting an 
amplitier or headphones. It is also programmed with 100 different tones and rhythms each, for 
a variety of musical instruments and tempos. Unrolled: 32 3/4" Lx 8 3/4"D x 1 1/4"H. 
(1 3/4 lbs.) $79.95 www.hammacher.com 


Put the World at Her 
Fingertips 


View local time in 24 global times zones with this 
innovative clock from Charlotte van der Waals. Roll 
the clock so the time zone you need is on top and 
then each of 12 sides displays the names of two 
international cities. All times zones are represented. 
Available in stainless steel or black plastic (stainless- 
steel model is 1 5/8" x 1 1/2"H). Made in Holland 
$79 - $169 www.redenvelope.com 
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Solio Universal Charger 


Universal Charger — Powers virtually all your electronic devices. 
Now compatible with the Universal iGo® tip system for use with 
hundreds of ditferent portable electronics. Includes Adapter Tip 
system Cable and USB tip for iPod®, digital cameras, and other 
compatible devices. Charge your devices anytime, day or night. 
Internal rechargeable battery stores power for up to one year. 
Typically, just one hour of sunshine = 20 minutes 


talk time or 50 minutes of MP3 music. 
$117 www.modernoutpost.com 


The Only Voice 
Command iPod® 
Controller. 


This is the only device that uses your voice to control 
an iPod’s functions, keeping your hands free. With 
the device clipped to your 
lapel or hung around the 
neck and your iPod securely 
in a pocket, verbal 
commands control all basic 
iPod functions. The device 
plugs into your iPod’s dock 
connector and your 
headphones plug into the 
device’s audio jack. 

i's I 1/2? se). & 1/2” 1D. (S ez) 
Compatible with most iPod generations. 
$89.95 www.hammacher.com 


Make it a “GREEN” Christmas 


Bag Kaku Wooden Briefcase 


Seeking to develop applications for wood, industrial designer Takumi 
Shimamura delivers this unique briefcase made of ecological thinned 
Japanese cedar making a wood bag that is light-weight yet sturdy. 
Designed to accommodate laptops, the bag has sturdy canvas edges, a 
handle with leather covering, double zippers, and inner pockets. Water 
repellent finish. Handmade by Japanese craftsmen. 

W: 19” X H: 15” X D: 5" $329 www.boystomengitts.com 


Wooden Mouse 


And now it’s time to complete the theme with a 


limited edition, handcrafted, all-wood mouse. Feel the Wood with Every 
Each smooth-to-the touch mouse is numbered Key Stroke 


for authentication — is wireless — and features an 


automatic sleeping power-saving function. This is another of those unique and very distinctive products. 
$300 www.wood-computer.com Handcrafted from first grade hard maple wood, this is a 


tull keyboard with numerical extensions. 
Twig Wooden 
Memory Stick 


$2,400 www.wood-computer.com 
This 1GB Memory Stick is a real wood stick or twig that has been hand crafted to take a 
1GB memory stick. Take this to the office and everyone will want one. A gift sure to be on 
Pinocchio’s Christmas list. A unique gift that’s a fun play on words. Made in The 
Netherlands. $89 www.boystomengifts.com 


O Half a Canoe for You 


34 In keeping with the natural woods theme, these 
WY: Canadian made canoe-like shelving units are the 
Ke fect additi fice, den, famil 
<\ pertect addition to any ortice, den, tamily room or 
cottage. Shelving combinations can be customized 
to suit your needs. 84"h x 48" w (at base) x 20"d. 
$895 www.rusticresidence.com 


A very SOLID 
Custom Wine 
Rack 


These Canadian made 
pieces are custom designed 
and sized to suit your 
look. They can hold up 
to 27 bottles and are 
made from solid BC Spruce. 
Pictured: 50"h x 20"w x 12" 
thick. $695 


® Counting Crows 


These delightful Canadian made accent pieces 
are made of solid cast iron and suit both rustic 
and haute design settings. They also make great 
doorstops! Two styles are available (6” x 10”). 
$29 each www.rusticresidence.com 


www.rusticresidence.com 


© Antler Candle Holder 


Made trom either cast aluminium or cast iron 
these unique candleholders come in 2 sizes 
(16"x 10") (6"x 14") and look great 
individually or as a set. $72 and $85 
www.rusticresidence.com 


OUPLEQKS.ca December 2008 17 


Make Him Statuesque 


Choose from boxers, bathing suits or aprons in either 
the “original” or “enhanced” versions of the classic 
David. $14.95 www.davidshorts.com ‘ 


Collectible Warhol 
eaux de parfum 


The greenmarkets of Union Square and 
Andy Warhol's vibrantly colored flower 
screenprints, are inspiration for the 
second in Bond No. 9’s series of 
collectible Warhol eaux de partum. A 
seductive scent of lily of the valley, green 
stern, blue freesia, white birchwood, amber and musk. $230 - $240 


/ 
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Fiorentini and Baker 


The'Eli' from Fiorentini and Baker is a creative 
collaboration of one of Bologna's most highly 
regarded interior designers - Gianpaolo 


A Gift He’d 
Choose 


Warm and wonderful are the best ™& 
words to describe the Holt Renfrew * 


Fiorentini - and shoe designer Deborah 
Baker, one of London's finest exports. The 
tusion of these diverse design 
backgrounds has resulted in a 
range of classically timeless 
shoes for both men and 
women. Unisex 
Motorcycle Boot 
$595 


www.gravitypope.com 


Merino Wool and Cashmere Scarves 
formen. $95 - $420 


www.holtrenfrew.com 


“Templar' by Trippen 


The idea for 'Templar' was born from 
clandestine societies and medieval knightly 
orders. The bootleg reminds one of a suit of 
armour, but for the ladies. All leather 
knee hi boot. $525 


www.gravitypope.com 


Uplift Those Manly Assets 


Numerous hot new styles and fabrics to choose from. 


Gravitypope 
Ladies Oxford 


Styled to compliment the men's 
brogue oxford, this 3.5" heel is a 
tull brogue with decorated and 
serrated leather decorating the 
toe, side and heel. $215 
www.gravitypope.com 


Many styles with Show-lIt! technology—an adjustable inner front sling that 
uplitts all your manly assets. $25 - $32* www.topdrawers.com 


*Topdrawers Prices are listed in Canadian Funds 


Swear 
Introduces the 
‘Dean 100' 


Unbelievable slick and cool, these 
brogue-style sneakers are the 
coolest hybrid in footwear. Smooth 
and patent leather toe cap with 
perforation detail. $220 
www.gravitypope.com 


Necklaces by 
Filou 


These wondertul pieces are all made of 
sterling silver by the Vancouver artisans 
at Filou. Numerous styles are available 
—all handmade — and are a Canadian 
product to boot! $63 - $95 


www.rusticresidence.com 
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Sounds of the Season 


Save some surfing this season! Top 
sellers and new releases alike will be 
vying for shelf space—and your dollar— 
but are they actually worth the cash? 
Don’t hand the holiday hostess a sub- 
par selection as a thank-you gift by 
checking up on what was worth the wait 
below... 


Tina! - Tina Turner (EMI) 


For a performer well into the fifth 
decade of an iconic career, Tina Turner 
has never really amassed a huge 
catalog of singles. The evidence is 
Tina!, her second greatest hits 
release in just 
three years. 
The collection’s 
track list is a 
simple re-tread 
of 2005’s more 
complete Al! 
the Best but 
thankfully grouped here with familiar 
classics from the rock legend’s ’80s 
comeback, are three unique tracks: the 
oft-overlooked “Acid Queen”, Turner’s 
blistering contribution to the rock opera 
Tommy; a subtle-then-soaring live 
rendition of “Let’s Stay Together”; and 
the buoyant, refreshing new offering, 
“I’m Ready”. Co-written by Train’s Pat 
Monahan, the latter proves that, despite 
pushing 70, Turner still offers vocals that 
are passionate, soulful and increasingly 
rich. 


Download: “I’m Ready” (Any good rock 
fan should already own the other 
highlights.) 


Something Else - Robin Thicke 
(Universal) 


As the son of 
one of America’s 
most notoriously 
straight-laced 
sitcom dads, 
Robin Thicke 
really shouldn’t 
be this soulful, 
smooth and down- 
right sexy. Thankfully, father Alan can be 
proud. The younger Thicke weaves 
effortlessly from seductive to charming 
on this, his third solo disc. Opener 
“You're My Baby” is plainly sensual. Lead 
single (the Jamiroquai-esque) “Magic” 
and the even-catchier “Sidestep” 
showcase the artist’s 
commendable comfort with solid 
dance beats. The disc’s stellar 
twelve cuts falter only once, as the 
final track’s vocals couple with a 
generic rap cameo. It’s too obvious an 
attempt at chart relevance for an artist 
otherwise so comfortable with his own 
unique sound, voice and talent. 


Download: “You’re My Baby” 


Closer: The Best of Sarah 
McLachlan —- Sarah McLachlan 
(Sony-BMG) 


Among contemporary Canadian 
songbirds, Sarah McLachlan has always 
steered clear of Celine’s bombast and 
Alanis’ angst in favour of consistently 
somber, thoughtful pop. Closer is 
the artist’s first 
greatest hits 
collection and 
a_ thorough—if 
unexciting— 
one at that. 
Die-hard fans will 
want to shell out 
the extra dollars for the release’s 
deluxe edition. Two new tracks, including 
the single “U Want Me 2”, add fresh 
material though it’s her Surfacing-era 
contributions that still shine brightest. 


Download: “Angel”- arguably one of the 
most haunting singles in pop music 
history 


Funhouse - P!nk (Sony-BMG) 


Perhaps the deserved success of “So 
What” is proof that the public has finally 
clued in: P!nk is un-doubtedly one of the 
mostexciting, intelligent and honest singer- 
songwriters of her age. On Funhouse’s 
second offering “Sober”, she admits, “The 
quiet scares me because it screams the 
truth.” Thankfully, so does the artist on 
this disarmingly personal, introspective 
follow-up to !’m Not Dead. The material 
couldn’t be further from the carefree spirit 
of 2001’s “Get the Party Started”. It is 
instead wholly personal, filled with the 
poignant and very real heart-ache of her 
recent divorce. P!nk, here, is at times 
shattered, triumphant, complicated, 
uncompromising—and certainly not 
subtle. Many a tepid female pop singer 
of her age could take notes—as she 
continues to distinguish herself, 
creeping toward the lasting impact of 
artists like Joan Jett. 


Download: Ridiculously catchy “So What” 
and poignant “Crystal Ball” 


OTHER HOLIDAY RELEASES: 


ae ae ee Oe 


Melissa Etheridge ponders social commentary and world peace on her first 
holiday disc, A New Thought for Christmas. Faith Hill offers standard holiday l 
favourites in her powerful country crooning on Joy to the World. Aretha Franklin 
tries out her hallowed pipes on a first holiday disc, This Christmas. Tony Bennett 
charms his way through A Swingin’ Christmas with the help of the Count Basie | 
Big Band. Harry Connick Jr. provides fans with another holiday gift, What a Night! | 


OTHER NOTABLE DISCS: 


On her self-titled 
debut, Jennifer 
Hudson proves 
you can’t please 
everyone all of the 
time with a hodge- 
podge of genres TF 
so scattered it F777 
completely over-fF 
shadows her immense talent. Lead 
single “Spotlight” is stellar, but a later 
collabo with T-Pain is laughable, ruined 
by his incessant vocoder use. With 
Evolver, John Legend provides another 
astounding neo-soul collection, complete 
with the funky Brandy duet “Quickly” and 
the inspiring closer “If You’re Out There”, 
so fitting a political anthem for an America 
headed toward hope. Destiny’s Child 
births an interesting club-friendly disc 
with Michelle William’s solo offering, 
Unexpected. She may be without the 
vocal support of Kelly and Beyoncé, but 
her funky, electronics-heavy vibe proves 
she can not only stand on her own two 
feet—she can dance on them. Many 
suspected Kellie Pickler's dumb blonde 
schtick on American Idol was all an act— 
and the country cutie is doing little to 
prove otherwise. Her self-titled second 
disc is another solid effort. It’s missing 
any truly emotional moments like those 
in “| Wonder”, her best single off debut 
disc Small Town Girl, but the cheeky wit 
of “Rocks Instead of Rice” goes a long 
way to entertain fans. 


OUILEQKS.ca 


CHRISTMAS CROONERS 


A Winter Symphony - Sarah 
Brightman (EMI) 


More a seasonal disc than a holiday 
offering, Sarah Brightman’s A Winter 
Symphony again pairs the English 
soprano’s operatic vocals with lush, pop- 
influenced orchestrations. Her solo 
recordings often veer toward the 
melodramatic—evoking images of jolly 
musical theatre finales, as is the case 
with opening track “Arrival” and a too- 
chipper rendition of “I Wish It Could Be 
Christmas Everyday”. The understated 
ballad “Colder than Winter” anda simple, 
elegant “Silent Night” avoid that pitfall, 
providing sophisticated highlights. 


Download: “Colder Than Winter” 
Verve Remixed Christmas - 
Various Artists (Universal) 
Overe: /Remixed =n 
ere 


The marketing-savvy folks behind the 
successful Verve series continue their 
notable success by giving beloved 
seasonal classics the remix treatment at 
the hands of today’s most acclaimed DJs. 


Some standards shine. The Heavy’s 
“Zat You, Santa Claus?”, performed by 
Louis Armstrong, is rousing and joyous 
while a sophisticated, unmuddled remix 
transforms the sweet Ella Fitzgerald 
recording “What Are You Doing New 
Year’s Eve?” Other tracks, though, lack 
the same holiday glimmer. The Yesking 
Remix of Billie Holiday’s sultry “I’ve Got 
My Love to Keep Me Warm” opts for an 
odd calypso vibe and The Orb’s retooling 
of Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful 
World” feels a tad impersonal. 


A 


Download: “‘Zat You, Santa Claus?” 


By Josh Murray 


Josh is a New York-based writer and the 
author of American Idol: The Journey to 
Stardom. For more information, visit 
joshmurray.ca. 
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#1 INDEPENDENT VIDEO STORE FFWD READERS New Gay Parenting Series on ichannel 
2000 - 2001 - 2002 - 2003 - 2004 - 2005 The three part series, will air on ichannel’s 
@issue - 8:00pm EST on December 15", 16" 
and 17". The series begins with the host, 
Kevin O’Keefe’s own disclosure about being 
a gay man, who is considering fatherhood, 
“| figured it’s a series on gay parents, | can’t 
pretend | don’t have a vested interest in this 


0” 


topic, so | felt | had to say ‘I am gay’. 


SPECIALIZING IN 
HARD TO FIND VIDEOS 


MARDA LOOP 
2101-33 AVE. S.W. 
240 - 3472 


,~ a. _ i In episode one, “Adoption”, we meet Mario 

CASABLANCA MISSION and Stephen Howard and their adopted 
2100-ATH ST. S.W. daughter Marisol. However, their new family has not come without a cost. The 

244-4502 Howards say that they have lost ninety per cent of their gay friends, who are 


unsupportive of their decision. 


%* WWW.CASABLANCAVIDEO.NETY* 
In episode two, “Surrogacy”, we’re introduced to 


Dedicated to providing quality a family that took two women and two men to 
financial leadership, management create. Drew Gyorke and Sam Wong fertilized eggs 
and business services donated by one of the women; then, the eggs were 
implanted into a surrogate. Eight months later, 
- - - she gave birth to twin girls. The total cost of such 

For small to medium-sized businesses, 
including businesses in the surrogacy can reach as much as one hundred 


health and fitness industry thousand dollars. 


Fax 403 264 4169 Email ak@akrpc.ca www.akrpe.ca The final installment is called “Co-Parenting”, and it looks at lesbians and gay 
men who have children together, although they are not married or romantically 
involved. The program features Heather Carlson, Mike Hall and their three-year- 
old son Shaw, whose life is similar to any other traditional nuclear family unit, 
except Heather has a girlfriend and Mike is a gay man. 


The three-part “Gay-by Boom” series is one of ichannel’s new fall features. 
ichannel is available by subscription from cable and satellite providers across 
Canada; more information is available at www.ichannel.ca. A 


outlooksmagazine.blogspot.com 


The three-hour show format features Miss de 
Lee as an art instructor teaching participants 
how to effectively draw and express their 
interpretation of the naked male physique. 
Every week will feature a new male nude 


ty cPECIALS = model who will firstly pose shirtless, secondly 
Dat in a jock strap and finally totally nude. Initially, 
SUNDAY $2.75 SHOOTER SPECIALS participants will work with pencil and paper 
MONDAY $4.50 COOLERS ; ‘ eventually incorporating charcoal, ink and 
AND IMPORT BEER watercolour techniques. All materials are 


provided free of charge to those participating 
with no cover charge to boot. The show, which 
WEDNESDAY $4.00 DOMESTIC BEER a | will undoubtedly be popular with voyeurs, will 
& HIGHBALLS also provide valuable drawing instruction and 
| critique from de Lee who has taught for over 

’ : thirty years. Miss de Lee’s renowned wit and sense of humour is also certain to 
HO H provide non-stop laughs, comedy and first-rate entertainment. 


HOMO 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS! And you could maybe make some extra cash for the holidays too. All you would 


have to do is hang your stockings (along with the rest of your clothes) by the 
chimney with care, as there are paid opportunities for men wishing to explore 
physique modeling. If interested call Sophie at Knsheard@hotmail.com 


JOIN US ON NEW YEARS EVE The classes run from 2-5PM Saturdays at Gladaman’s Den at 501a Yonge Street. 


FOR CHAMPAGNE AND A NEW YEARS COUNTDOWN 


TUESDAY $2.25 DRAUGHT 


THURSDAY $5.50 DOUBLE HIGHBALLS :! 


Sophie de Lee’s legacy includes the longest continuous run of a night club/bar 
NO COVER! show in Toronto with Sophie’s Game Shows which played weekly at local Toronto 
gay establishments from 1988 - 2003. In 1991, she was elected Empress V of 
Toronto and all of Ontario and in 1994 was one of 25 drag artists (the only 
Canadian) named a Stonewall Diva to commemorate the 25" anniversary of the 


209 - 1OTH AVENUE SW CALGARY403-265-5211 Stonewall Riots. A 
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Generation Q: 
"Thoughts from the 21st Century Gay” 


The Call of a Revolution 


Last month, Americans elected, 
arguably, the first president to begin 
earning international trust. Last month, | 
found myself sitting down in the middle 
of the intersection at Sunset Boulevard 
and Crescent Heights in Hollywood, 
California, and then, with hundreds of 
others, | stood up and marched onward. 
Last month, | found myself marching in 
Silverlake, California with signs and 
banners, chanting with tens of thousands 
of others-including celebrities like Drew 
Barrymore and James Franco. Last 
month, | found myself watching CNN with 
news of the tens of thousands of gays, 
lesbians and straight and transgender 
allies nationwide protesting California’s 
ban on same-sex marriage. 


Last month, beyond California, across 
the USA and into international territory, 
millions of hearts were broken. 
Californians voted away the Supreme 
Court-granted marriage rights for gay 


people. Last month, as millions looked on 
astonished, tens of thousands took their 
voices to the streets, in what became a 
pivotal relaunch of the Civil Rights 
Movement of the Q community. 


We all wish to have many of the rights that 
Canadians or South Africans enjoy, but 
even in these places, the dignity of gays 
is tampered with: hate crimes still happen 
with abundance, the conservative 


Last month, beyond California, across 
the USA and into international 
territory, millions of hearts were 
broken. Californians voted away the 
Supreme Court-granted marriage 
rights for gay people. 


Why is this a global issue? First, 
California, population-wise, is the same 
size as Canada. Second, out of fifty states, 
California represents over ten percent of 
the US population. Meaning: Proposition 
8 created a space where ten percent of 
the US population now 
lives in a place where 
equal protection rights 
were voted away, 
in a statewide ballot 
measure. Third, 
California outranks 
most nations in terms 
of wealth. Therefore, 
what better place 
to regain global 
momentum for all Q 
community causes? 


a 


Ey os lige is 
at do n 
the windrobs ? 


Christians are still plotting ways to 
overturn the rights granted to the Q 
community, and Q youth still grow up in 
lonely closets. 


So, what must happen? A sleeping 
giant has awakened on our North 
American continent. However, this giant 
rumbles unearthed in most corners of the 
world. This movement must continue into 
tomorrow, next year, and next century; 
because, if we do not keeping pressing 
forward, the pressure from the 
fundamentalists will push it back. Change 
is a dynamic process; we must constantly 
push for greater equality. What does 
pressing forward look like? It looks like a 
donation cheque to the International 
Lesbian and Gay Association, which 


A Lot more 


than thab <2 


fake Versace 
number on you ! 
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networks 400 LGBT organizations 
worldwide (www.ilga.org). It looks like 
educating yourself on asylum regulations 
in your own country for people trying to 
escape from anti-gay governments. In 
Canada, it’s still a gamble and these 
refugees need all the support from foreign 
governments and people as possible. 
Email Vancouver@legit.ca to find out how 
you, as a citizen, can help others seek 
asylum. It means using facebook.com, 
myspace.com, your email, or your phone 
book to organize marches and vigils 
whenever injustices in the Q community 
occur, whether it happens in Ontario or 
Gambia. It means writing your officials, 
demanding their attentiveness to all 
issues in the Q community everywhere. 
And, most importantly, it means never 
taking your progress for granted; because, 
others are literally dying to just live 
authentically. The giant is awake. Please 
do not ignore the signs of progress and 
the call for solidarity; because, digression 
anywhere is digression everywhere, and 
progression anywhere is progression 
everywhere. With all my hope, I’m signing 
off. A 


Progressively yours, 
Brandon Rolph 
Brandon Rolph is a 22 year-old activist, 


writer, student and performer living in 
Los Angeles. 
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“Confronts, with whimsy and hellfire, 


the clash between religion and homosexuality.” 
— NEW YORK MAGAZINE 


for the 
tells me so 


BIBLE 


A film by DANIEL KARSLAKE 


© 


www.forthebibletellsmeso.org 


For many GLBT people, the subject of 
religion is uncomfortable at best. 
Fundamentalist Christians remain the 
most outspoken opponents of equality in 
North America. Especially south of the 
border, their influence is very strong. 


The saddest part is that some GLBT 
people are alienated from their families, 
communities, and culture because of 
religious intolerance. The great irony is 
that faith can be an_ incredibly 
empowering force for social Support and 
development. It can bring a sense of 
cohesion and purpose that strengthens 
both family and community, but when 
some churches cannot see beyond a 
literal interpretation of the Bible, GLBT 
individuals are not only denied the 
benefits of belonging to that community, 
their families are often ravaged by 
turmoil—instigated by the same force 
that could otherwise heal them. In many 
cases, becoming a healthy person 
means ostracism from a fundamentalist 
community. Some already disenfran- 
chised queers might think they’re better 
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for it, but why should any GLBT person 
have to make the choice between their 
family, spirituality, history and their 
emotional and mental well-being? 


Fortunately, many believe that there 
is a middle ground. The fact that GLBT 
youth are born into every socio-economic 
group irrespective of belief is both the 
cause of So much consternation and the 
educational opportunity that is its 
solution. Prejudice against GLBT people 
derives from a lack of understanding. 


For the Bible Tells Me So, a docu- 
mentary created by first-time filmmaker, 
Daniel Karslake, swept last year’s 
Sundance Film Festival with its even- 
handed and respectful approach to 
bridging the divide between Christianity 
and the GLBT community. In 1998, 
Karslake was a novice television producer 
for In the Life, a PBS program about 
GLBT issues. Noticing that religion was 
being avoided, he was compelled to 
air a segment about Reverend Irene 
Monroe, an out lesbian theo-logian from 
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We Hear from Theologians... 


Reverend Peter Gomes, Harvard: 


“There are about six or seven 
verses in all of Scripture that 
speak to even remotely what 
we might call homosexual 
activity or homosexual conduct... 
[Literalists] are failing to read the 
Bible within the context of its 
authors and its original culture.” 


Reverend Steven Kindle, 
Clergy United: 


“In this particular one, it’s 
Leviticus Chapter 20, Verse 13, 
which says if a man lies with a male as 
with a woman, both of them have 
committed an abomination, they shall be 
put to death, their blood is upon them. If 
you read the Bible on a face value level, 
that reading disregards several very 
important things: the first one is [that] 
just a few verses before that Moses 
teaches in Leviticus that it is an 
abomination to eat shrimp... and an 
abomination to eat a rabbit.” 


Rabbi Brian Zachary Mayer: 


“A few verses above and below it says 
you shouldn’t plant two different seeds 
in the same hole, you shouldn't 
commingle your crops... There is other 
text that says you shouldn't wear linen 
and wool together. To just pick out, this 
is the one that we’re going to follow... 
the Bible doesn't come that way—it's 
selective reading... Those Biblical laws, 
they’re known as the Holiness Code. 
They were laws that were supposed to 
help people at that time find holiness in 
their lives.” 


Harvard University. The day after the 
program aired, Daniel received a five-line 
e-mail from a boy in lowa: 


“Last week | bought the gun. Yesterday 
| wrote the note. But last night | happened 
to turn on your show and just knowing that 
someday | might be able to go back into 
my church, | threw the gun in the river. 
My mom never has to know.” 


That e-mail was the first of hundreds 
that Karslake received from GLBT people 
on the edge of suicide; it set him 
contemplating how he could help 
reconcile homosexuality with scripture. 
He continued writing segments about 
religion for In the Life, but with a primarily 
GLBT audience, he felt increasingly that 
he was preaching to the choir. Seeing 
Bowling for Columbine was Karslake’s 
inspiration for making a movie about the 
people affected by religious intolerance. 
One lesson he learned was that if he was 


Consecration 


Reverend Susan Sparks, 
American Baptist Church: 


“To me that's the important thing to 
recognize: the historical context in which 
this was written. That particular section 
about a man not lying with a man points 
to procreation. It is about a nation trying 
to grow. At the time, the Hebrew people 
understood that male seed was actually 
all of nascent life contained right there— 
women had nothing to do with actually 
the birth except for just incubation, so 
that particular section was about saving 
seed, saving seed only to procreate so 
the nation could grow.” 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate: 


“The Bible is the word if God through 
the word of human beings, speaking in 
the idiom of their time, and the richness 
of the Bible comes from the fact that we 
don't take it as literally so that it was 
dictated by God.” 


going to persuade America’s bible- 
literalists, they’d have to see themselves 
in it. 

For the Bible Tells Me So follows the 
stories of five very typical, very Christian 


Poteat family 


Mary Lou Wallner with daughters 


families and how they came to reconcile 
their beliefs with their gay children. Their 
stories are quite different, representing 
a spectrum of ages, churches, levels of 
acceptance, and they don’t all end 
happily. Two of the film’s subjects 
became quite high profile public figures: 
former House Majority Leader Richard 
Gephardt who was a Democratic 
presidential candidate in 2004 and who 
has a lesbian daughter, and Gene 
Robinson who was the first openly gay 
Episcopal Bishop whose election globally 
divided the Anglican church. The 
message they all share is that Christianity 
is about love and that the bible and 
homosexuality can coexist. They don’t 
have to be antithetical to each other. 


Interspersed throughout, supporting 
the personal conclusions of each 
struggling family, are the thoughts and 
interpretations of a diverse array of 
religious leaders who offer perhaps a 
more accurate perspective on what the 
bible has to say about homosexuality. This 
is possibly best summed up by a quote 
from Archbishop Desmond Tutu: 


“The Bible is the word of God through 
the word of human beings, speaking in 
the idiom of their time, and the richness 
of the Bible comes from the fact that we 
don’t take it as literally so that it was 
dictated by God.” 


They place the verses that are most 
commonly cited as condemning 
homosexuality in a cultural context— 
one in which the intended meaning is not 
as much concerned with homosexuality 
as with condemning violence and 
separating Christianity from the practices 
of other rival societies. They point out that 
the “homosexuality” referred to in the 
bible (certainly not with that label) has 
nothing to do with the long-term loving 
relationships that we are fighting to have 
recognized. Moreover, this interpretation 


Reitan family 


is not new—it is based on 500 years of 
bible scholarship. What is new is the 
literalist movement—a product of the 
twentieth century. 


For the Bible Tells Me So subtly brings 
the point back to education, emphasising 
that religious intolerance often stems 
from a poor understanding of the religion 
itself; that acceptance of loving, 
homosexual relationships derives from 
biblical teachings. The film also 
emphasizes that familiarity dispels 
fear; hatred of homosexuals stems from 
a poor understanding of us. In this sense, 
For the Bible Tells Me So illustrates the 
consequences of misdirected education 
about homosexuality, and how education 
can profoundly shift social values. 


It was with this point in mind that 
Andrew Barry organized a showing 
through The University of Calgary 
Development Studies Club—a good 
example of how a film like this is useful 
as a starting point to provide education 
to the community. The event included a 
forty-minute panel discussion with 
representatives from the university faculty 
and Alberta Civil Liberties Research 
Centre and drew about 160 people. 


(I to r) Ray Jean Fafard, Dr. Darren Lund, 
Melissa Luhtanen, Barb Maheu, Andrew Barry 


Attendees took away with them useful 
tools with which to address the issues in 
their workplaces and communities. 


Unlike some documentaries about 
GLBT issues, it’s clear that this one wasn’t 
made only for a GLBT audience. The 
intended viewers are the families of 
GLBT people who are struggling for 
reconciliation. Despite that, it’s worth 
checking out. Not only are you likely to 
gain some new insight into an old 
argument, you might just know some- 
one else who should see it. After all, our 
personal connections are the avenue of 
the most meaningful social change. A 


By Sean McLennan 4 


Sean is a native Calgarian and has a (near) 
PhD in Linguistics and Cognitive Science. 
He works in education and software 
development and is passionate about 
community development and yoga." 


8th Annual 


Vancouver 


ORDER TICKETS 
ONLINE AND SAVE $5 


taboosexshow.com 


ee 


for show times. 
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Jan. 15-18, 2009 


Vancouver Convention 


& Exhibition Centre 


Live Well 


AIR CANADA (>) VACATIONS 
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produced by: 
canwest 


LOUY 


STAY WITH OUR 
WINTER SEASON. 


(Exclusive Canadian Premiere) 


the ‘88 Jamaican bobsledding team. 


(An OUTtv Original Production) 

They’re saving the world, one gay at 
a time...even if it means rolling naked 
in a field of poison ivy. 


Life. O 
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Noah and his pals Alex, Ricky, and Chance 
navigate more plot bumps and twists than 
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REPORT 


Independent is Not a Bad Thing... 


One segment of the film industry that 
doesn’t get as much profile or attention 
as the releases of the “Big Six” studios, 
is the independent film, or indie film 
industry. 


The “Big Six” (Universal Studios, 20" 
Century Fox, Columbia Pictures, Walt 
Disney Pictures/Touchstone Pictures, 
Paramont Pictures and Warner Brothers 
Pictures) and their subsidiaries virtually 
control the market through their 
oligopolistic practises. 


So in short, independent or indie films 
are generally defined as American films 
financed and distributed by sources 
outside of the “Big Six”. Mistakenly, a 
lot of people make the assumption that 
an idie film is a foreign film, where in 
reality the two catagories have nothing 
in common, besides being films that is. 
Because of this assumption, as well as 
the general perception that an 
independent film cannot obviously be as 
good as the Hollywood blockbusters, a 
lot of really good films go unwatched. 


So, when hunting for that perfect 
rental for a night in, take a second look 
at the independent films. You might 
actually find something you'll enjoy. 


The following is an excellent group of 
independent films many of which have 
been seen or heard of likely by only a 
few viewers. 


Director Wes 
Anderson’s 
follow-up to the 
acclaimed Bottle 
Rocket is a 
funny, warm- 
hearted, and 
extremely sharp 
American 
response to the 
English “Angry Young Man” films of the 
1960s, right down to its British 
Invasion soundtrack. Rushmore is 
easily one of the finest comedies since 
The Graduate and a monument to 
brilliant filmmaking. 
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Ashley Judd 
| has never been 
4 more luminous. 
This Victor Nunez 
it film Should be 
watched again 
and again. The 
best movie ever 
featuring a young 
woman writing in 
her journal, going 
to work, meeting men, walking on the 
beach. It will fill you with sadness and 
longing. 


Beginning in 
New York City and 
ending up in 
Florida, Jim 
Jarmusch’s highly 
original comedy 
has greatly 
influenced a new 
generation of 
filmmakers (most 
notably, Kevin 
Smith and Finland’s Aki Kourismaki). 
Willie (John Lurie) is annoyed to learn 
that his younger cousin, Eva (Eszter 
Balint), is flying in from Hungary and 
plans on staying with him for ten days. 


Samantha Morton gives a 
mesmerizing performance in the title 
role. Director Lynne Ramsay was blown 
away by the punk rock choices of her 
hero - as was |. At (za heaiaie 
times moody, 
morose, hilarious, 
and always dark 
and | 
unpredictable, this 
movie filledme 
with exhilaration. 
Based on Alan 
Warner’s novel of 
the same name. 


WINWER{ == ><") (SS) 
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Any top indie 
film list must 
include Parker 
Posey. Viewers 
expecting raucous 
laughs, and 
slapstick humor 
will be terribly 
disappointed with 
this film. The 


i 


DAVTRIPPERS 


Daytrippers’ 

humor lies in the nuances of the 
realistic characters, the subtly sarcastic 
dialogue, and the film’s overall quiet 
resolve despite the ridiculous situation 
presented. Lovers of Seinfeld will watch 
this movie again and again... 


Enid (played by 
Thora Birch) ruins 
Seymour’s (Steve 
Buscemi) life in a 
Terry Zwigoff’s 
comic book 
adaptation, Ghost 
World but the pain 
at the heart of this 


BEST FILM OF THE YEAR 


GHOST WOR.LD 


ull 


achingly true, 
often hilarious film, lies in her 
dissolving friendship with Rebecca 
(Scarlett Johansson) 


This is the Coen | aeotas case Hotty Hunter 
brothers’ most AISING 
consistently funny ‘¥ 
film. Carter 
Burwell’s score, 
replete with i @ 
infectious yy. ees 
yodeling, is a=) , 
relentless, Barry 
Sonnenfeld’s i vce me 


cinema-tography 
is beautifully wacky, and the manic 
dialogue is the brothers’ most quotable. 
The film is a treat for the ears and the 
eyes, a one-of-a-kind sensation from a 
marvelous filmmaker duo. 


Acclaimed co-winner of the Grand 
Jury Prize and winner of the Waldo Salt 
Screenwriting Award at the 2000 
Sundance Film Festival, You Can Count 
on Me is both a heartbreaking and 
heartwarming snapshot of family life. 


Sammy (Laura 
Linney) and Terry 
Prescott (Mark 
Ruffalo) are sister 
and brother who 
were raised in 
Scottsville, a 
small, quiet town 
in upstate New 
York. Orphaned as 
children, Sammy 
and Terry have 
remained close, 
even as they have 
led very different 
and separate lives. 


Some other great 
independent movies 
worth watching are: 

Before Sunset 

Lost in Translation 

Gas Food Lodging 

CQ 

Buffalo 66 

Memento 

Pulp Fiction 


The Sweet Hereafter 


Jace Colbert has written for, and worked 
within, the entertainment industry for the 
past ten years. 


Conservative Senator Nancy Ruth 
(Ontario-Cluny): | don’t think organized 
religion has any place in politics. The 
Charter recognizes “the supremacy of 
God and the rule of law,” but doesn’t 
spell it out. That’s probably handy, 
because it lets people relate to whatever 
they imagine that to be. 


Every Parliamentarian has values, 
there’s no doubt about it, and they 
come from. all 
sorts of different 
places, and some 
of those places 
are their religious 
backgrounds. | 
think values should 
be put on the table, 
and | think they 
have a role. But values are different than 
organized religion for me. 


NDP MP Bill Siksay (Burnaby-Douglas, 
BC): For me, | believe in the separation 
between Church and State. | don’t 
believe there’s any direct role for 
churches to instruct government what to 
do, or to instruct elected representatives 
what to do. 


Now, that being said, | 
do recognize that many 
of uS come to our 
involvement in politics 
through our attempt to be 
faithful people, and that’s certainly my 
personal experience. | learned about 
justice and equality in my church. | 
learned about it from people who were 
trying to be faithful - Christians, in my 
case. That’s where | came to my political 
involvement. | came to believe that | 
needed to be involved in the political 


task, to seek justice, to seek equality and 
to seek fairness in Canadian society. 


Liberal MP Hon. 
Scott Brison (Kings- 
Hants, Nova Scotia): 
Faith is complex, 
and there’s no hard 
and fast rule. | think 
all of us who are 
part of a religion, wheel one observes 
his or her faith in a church, synagogue, 
temple, mosque or privately, find that it 
affects who we are, and how we deal with 
issues as a politician. That being the 
case, it’s complicated. We saw Paul 
Martin, who is a devout Catholic, pass 
same-sex marriage. Joe Clark is a devout 
Catholic, and throughout his career, he 
defended a woman ’s right to choose. In 
the same way, you can sometimes differ 
with people in your political party, or you 
can differ with people or opinions in your 
religious organization, so it’s not cut and 
dried. Many people of faith, from time to 
time, differ with their church on some 
issues, and differ with their political party 
on others. 


I’m part of the United Church of 
Canada, and | was baptized and taught 
Sunday School in the same church that 
ultimately | was married in, in Cheverie. 
I’m very proud of the United Church as 
an extremely socially progressive 
institution. | think Canadians do have a 
strong belief in a certain separation 
between Church and State, a live-and- 
let-live perspective, and a respect for 
diversity-diversity of religion, perspective, 
view, race, sexual orientation, all of these 
issues. A 


By Dale Smith 


Dale is a freelance journalist in Ottawa. 
His blog is at gallerynotes.blogspot.com 
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) Transgender Day of 


Starry Night Peter Boulanger Remembrance 
Fundraiser , 


November 17 
at Stanley Theatre 


Anthony & Joshua. 


Filmaker Gwen 
Haworth 


Planning an event in Vancouver? Contact Barry at 604.685.1377 and he'll see be Planning an event in Edmonton? Contact jackson@jacksonphotografix.com and he’ll see about : 
about covering it in Out & About. Photos by: Barry Piersdorff : covering it in Out & About. Photos by: jacksonphotografix.com 


Planning an event in Calgary? 


= 
Contact Perry at pmah@outlooks.ca and he’ll see about covering it in Out & About. 4th Anniversary 
‘ann nn a * a isteg Element 
Backlot 12th Kon ae, : re November 9 at 


Anniversary Word Alay Twisted Element 
at the Backlot 


Photos: Mike Swanson 
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: : Planning an event in Ottawa? Contact lan at madgoat@gmail.com 
oa and he’ll see about covering it in Out & About. 


ee2eeeeeeed 


Mr. Leather Ottawa 


October 25 


OTTAWA 


. 
. 
. 
° 
° 
e 
. 
° 
° 
° 
° 
. 
e 
° 
. 
e 
° 
e 
. 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
° 
e 
° 
e 
e 
e 
. 
e 
° 
° 
e 
° 
. 
e 
° 
° 
° 
° 
. 
e 
e 
° 
° 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
. 
e 
e 
° 
° 


Transgress 
se eater s 


WritersZestival 


aa VE California. 
4 ones! Prop 8 Protest 


Todd Klink reads his writing November 15 y Miss Jenn’ « ~ 


~ ° 
Cee eeereeeroeereeoeereroereeroeenereeeooeene®r 


ay 


December Horoscope 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Generate attention in your career and gather your professional rosebuds, proud Ram. Not 
only can you highlight your good points to those in power in surprisingly effective ways, you 
can also consolidate your position in time for the New Year. Excitement brews with a secret 
admirer. Who can it be? Hang the mistletoe and see who wanders by... 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Queer Bulls may take a fling with a friend this December when your wildest fantasies find an 
appreciative audience and your hot maneuvers steer you in the right direction. Travel far 
afield and get into mischief with a couple of merry elves. Compadres provide happy surprises 
that bolster your confidence. Let’s hope those surprises come wrapped from Tiffany. Anem. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

How much fun can a pink Twin have without laughing? The planets pop your cork this December. 
Spray the champagne around and don’t slip on the puddles, especially around the office. You 
have a rare opportunity to demonstrate your considerable abilities to bosses as Uranus turns 


up the heat and stirs your pot. Hmmm. So what is really cooking? 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Gay Crabs are happiest when ensconced ina relationship. Thank your lucky stars this December 
when the fates conspire to make a match. If you’re already spoken for, use the time before 
Christmas to solidify and cocoon. If you’re still trawling, try casting your net farther afield. Or 
send out a search party with the emphasis on party. New Year’s ain’t that far off. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

December offers all proud Lions a Wilde and heart-leaping love fest. You are zesty and ready 
for anything. Find ways to sweep lovers off their feet and feast while the cosmos cooks. Life 
heats up in others ways as well: later in the month you will need to attend to all sorts of pesky 
details at work. But of course, your ample end of year bonus makes it all worth it... 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Queer Virgins are up to their old tricks in December when a cavalcade of parties finds space 
on your dance card. Join the conga line and celebrate. Not only will you rub elbows with the A 
List, you might also cement current loving relationships or start new, delightful ones. This 
year you will hang more than one stocking by the fireplace. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Repair any frayed family lines in December. The fates encourage proud Libras to make an 
attempt at harmony and good cheer both at home and at work. No matter how you decide to 
make your good intentions known, you'll be satisfied by the results. The New Year brings a 


fresh affirming breeze...and a bunch of presents by a certain jolly gent. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

When is enough, enough? It may be hard to tell. Gay Scorps hop on the party train and become 
fun-filled, feisty and foul-mouthed. Enjoy every over-the-top minute-but know how to pace 
yourself so you don’t become dissipated. There will be opportunities to make your opinions 


known in no uncertain terms. Will you be naughty or nice? Don’t lie to Santa. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

There is a light at the end of the fiscal tunnel this December for gay Archers who know how to 
save and invest. Don’t be surprised if family members come to the fiscal rescue or if you 
discover a cache hidden away at home. Before you remove the floorboards in search of booty, 


remember that money cannot buy everything. Then again, it does buy nice champagne... 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Gay Caps have the gift of gab this December. Your surprising observations and opinions put 
you in good stead with new acquaintances and can change hearts and minds. Don’t waste 
your time daydreaming and wasting precious time. Launch new projects and spread yourself 
thin. Before you know it, you will operate on a new level. Basement or penthouse...? 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Aqueerians are given a surprising opportunity to make extra cash this December. Turn a sow’s 
ear into a financial silk purse. Long-held values are examined and dissected before the New 
Year. Toss out what is no longer affirming and confidence building. There is a lot of activity 
going on behind the scenes. Secrets will be revealed, especially if you dress as a naked elf. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Guppies are pushed Out into the limelight this December. Are you ready or not? You manage 
to make an unusual first impression. (Maybe it’s the red and green outfit...?) Strive for personal 
fulfillment by expanding your range and diving into new social pools. Before you know it, you 
will have a bevy of new friends ready to roast their chestnuts before your open fire. 


© 2008 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes 
Only. Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.com covers everything new 


age. Her astrology book HerScopes: A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an 
international sensation. Plan your new year with it. 
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Jason is one of the 
20 finalists for this 
years COVERguy. 


esaan 


Jason was born in Montreal on June 
3, 1982. In 1996, he moved with his 
family to Brazil, which was an eye- 
opening experience to say the least. 
His mother is Brazilian and his father 
is a first generation Canadian of Italian 
origin. During his four years in Brazil, 
he learned Portuguese and witnessed 
first-hand the disparities between 
himself—having been born and raised 
in Ganada—compared to his counter- 
parts who had been born in a 
developing nation. 


of eighteen, Jason took hi 
international trip on his own to Denmark. In 
Copenhagen he went to his first gay club, and 
from that moment, there was no turning back. 
He came out to his family that same year, and 
moved back to Montreal. Once settled in 
Montreal he spent the next six years in the 
airline industry where his appetite to see, live, 
and learn grew the more he traveled. Now, as 
a civil servant, Jason's interests are to save for 
his first home, pay off his car, stay active, 
healthy and happy. 
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Personal Services 


VICTORIA MASSAGE 
Tantric Magic 


MASSAGE 4 MEN 
Slow, Relaxing & Complete 
Mutual Full Body Experience 
‘A Journey of Touch’ 
Colin: 250-984-7051 


4 HANDS MASSAGE 
Male & Female couple 
Explore Your Boundaries 
Mindful - Exciting - Relaxing 
250-984-2324 


Acu Massage Therapy 


Experienced registered 
massage therapist. 
Specializing in relaxation 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 


A letter takes more effort, respondents are 
more serious. Experienced Master, B/D 
interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 
slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial period 
(weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to 
Box 0899. No e-mail! Serious only. 


Marriages 
Walk in or by appointment. 
*Non-religious 
*Elopements 
*Cross-cultural 


*Hetero, GLBT 
*Witness provided 


You Can Reach over 175,000 GLBT consumers monthly 


through 600 local distribution points coast to coast as well as online! 


Calgary 
403-770-0776 
Edmonton 
780-665-6666 
Voncouver 
604-677-2424 
Regine 
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1-900-451-1441 
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"Different Strokes Swim Club: 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! 
New releases and hard to find 
classics. 


EXpress Video 


NUS materiali 


DREAM BIG!! WE DO 


18 MONTHS... 
TRANSFORM YOUR CAREER 
TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE 


In confidence - Doug Moffat 


(778) 230-1500 


CALL Now to 
Advertise 


Financial Services MJ 


Advertising Rates 
4 color or B&W Display Ad 
1 column 


1.18” x 1.473” - $80 
2 column vertical 
0.786” x 2.008” - $115 
2 column horizontal 
2.4” x 1.5” - $140 


Line Rate Ads 


$20 per headline 
- 25 letter max and 


and pain relief massage. #202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 


Edmonton, AB T5K ON5. 
Ph:780-482-7480 
E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


Rork Hilford 
Marriage Commisioner 
for Alberta 
(403) 246-4134 


1-888-228-1157 


$2 per word, 


Avery friendly and supportive masters a 
10 word minimum 


swim club for beginner to advanced 


For appointment, phone Dwayne 
(780) 483-3190 


ca.ca@shaw.ca 


swimmers. We work hard at swimming, 


PRIVATE HOUSEKEEPER 


Mid 20's, boyish. Will clean nude. 
Call for rates. 
Justin 403-922-7894 


but we don't neglect the fun! 
Come out and join us! Check practice 
times and location info at 
http://www.differentstrokescalgary.org/ 


CALL 1-888-228-1157 to Advertise 


Multiple Insertion discounts 
3month 5% 


6month 10% 


12 month 15% 


Resorts and B&Bs - USA Help Wanted 


Palm Springs, California 
Beautiful Mountains, Dry Heat, Hot Men. 
Book online: 
LaDolceVitaResort.com or 1-877-644-4111 
Mention Outlooks 10% discount for first time guests. 


MAKING VACATION 
DREAMS A REALITY! 


Personalized in home or office travel 
planning services. Air, Adventure 
Vacations, Cruises, Resorts, 


Wisdom 11:24 


“You love everything that 
exists and hate nothing that 


Looking for door staff, bussers 
and full-time bartenders. 


¢ Must be energetic and outgoing. 
* Great benefits and working 


REYMARK 
ABLE CRAFTSMAN 


Your Home Renovation Specialist 
(in Calgary and surrounding area) 


Get Hard Wood ... 


Resorts and B&Bs - Mexico 


PUERTO VALLARTA MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico. 
Tel/fax: 011 52 (322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block from gay beach. Each unit has one bedroom, 
two bathrooms, kitchenette, living room, balcony, air-conditioning. Maid service. 
Gay Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open daily 9am-5pm (CT). 


you have made.” 


environment We'll bring the NAILS ... 


You'll be FLOORED! 


Licensed * Fully Insured 
° Excellent References 


403-478-2411 


reymark@telus.net 
www.reymark.com 


Packages, Hotels, Golf Vacations. 


Call Mike at (780) 417-5724 
or Toll Free 1-866-336-9998 


Travel Cruises and more. 
WE ALSO DO GROUPS! 


Do you have what it takes to work 


God loves you and ‘ d : 
in a premiere nightclub? 


created you gay. 
twistedelement.ca 
403-802-0230 


www.createdgay.com 


Click... Shop... Support... 
Travel ining vents 


www.hotel-mercurio.com www.orientalphoenix.com www.DabbleEvents.com 


What Are You Dreaming Of... Puerto Vallarta, Mexico’s Gay Beach Vietnamese (Calgary) 
Health/Beauty 


www.boana.net www.melrosecalgary.com 
Condo hotel - one block from gay beach - Puerto Vallarta Café - Bar - Patio (Calgary) 
www.ageless.ca 
Skin rejuvenation - laser hair removal (Calgary) 


www.westjet.com www.mingeatdrink.com 
Renovations/Trades 


Non stop to Vegas - Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Food drink and fine propaganda since 1997 (Calgary) 
Winnipeg and Vancouver www.dennyallnighter.com 
www.reymark.com 
Home renovation specialists (Calgary) 


www.warmsandvillas.com . P Denny’s Late Night Menu and Music Forum (National) 
Private resort in Palm Springs - clothing optional 
www.tritd.ca 
Home renovation specialist (Edmonton) 


http://www.cruiseshipcenters.ca/DonaldMcKay 


The only travel agency in Calgary belonging to: IGLTA International Gay 
www.akrpc.ca 


and Lesbian Travel Association 
Certified General Accountant (Calgary) 


www.Sandfvr.com 
Stunning views / desert modern 
www.digitalavator.ca 
Graphic design - website design - writing - copy editing (Calgary) 


Bed & Breakfasts 
www.weddingmyway.com 


www.innonsomerset.com 
Discover the comfort of the Inn on Somerset (Ottawa) 

| would be honoured to serve as your Wedding Officiant (Calgary) 
www.blacktiebartending.ca 


www.LaLoggia.ca 
In heart of the Montreal Gay village, an elegant B&B 

Calgary’s elite contract bartending service 
www.zigzaggps.com 


Real Estate 
A must for Gay Positioning System needs...don’t get lost again! 


www.webstergalleries.com Marnie Campbell - Realtor “Out There With You” (Calgary) 
Exceptional fine arts for over 28 years www.battistella.ca 
www.talkalotcellphones.com 
Cool and stylish cellphones for cool people... 


Bars and Clubs 


www.twistedelement.ca 

Calgary’s largest gay nightclub (Calgary) 
www.stampedecasino.com 

Calgary’s newest casino and show lounge 


www.deerfoot.com 
Inn, Restaurant, Casino and Show lounge (Calgary) 


www.playnightclub.ca 
New Nightclub in Edmonton 


Colours by Battistella - Luxury Condos (Calgary) 


Direct customers to your Website for only $12.00 per month. Call 1-888-228-1157 
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403-770-0776 


Edmonton 
780-663-6666 
Vancouver 
604-677-2424 
Regina 
306-565-8833 
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VaBDafe & Happy 


BiWiday S&ison! 604.257.5555 416.915.4545 250.220.1000 


403.355.2222 306.374.8181 780.409.3333 
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LIVE - LOCAL - CHAT 


Dial #MALE (#6253) for Bell, Fido & Rogers users 79¢/min. 
InteractiveMale.com 18+ 


GOIJLIATUSES Si. Plus $5 Key peposieavailable all day this week only Limi mS Kanne 


“lL use Cruiseline when I want a hook-up buddy.” 
te When do youruselit2 


LOCAL CHAT. 
CALL FREE: code ~. 
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Purchase membership by phone: 1.900.451.8434 (75 min/$24*) Edmonton: 1.900.451.2853 (75 min/$24*) 
Purchase cash memberships: Goliath's! 308B 17th Ave SW Calgary & Priape 1322 17th Ave. Get time online now! www.cruiseline.ca 
50% off with our new member special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 
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